Lexington Community Unit #7 School District

Lexington, Illinois

Regular Board Meeting

October 19, 2006

President Debbie Barnard called the regular meeting to order in the District Office at 5:04 p.m.  Roll was called with the following members present:  Debbie Barnard, Steve Brown, Tony Dietsch, Ben Kahle, Marsha Killian, Bruce Klein, and Lori Leake.  Also present were Dr. Brent J. McArdle, Superintendent; Rick Baker, Junior High / High School Principal; Dale Heidbreder, Elementary School Principal; and, Dr. Doug Blair of the Illinois Association of School Boards.

Steve Brown moved to go into closed session at  5:10 p.m. to discuss the process of employing a new superintendent.  Seconded by Lori Leake.  Roll call vote:




Barnard
- yes

Killian

- yes

Brown

- yes

Klein

- yes

Dietsch
- yes

Leake

- yes




Kahle

- yes



Motion carried unanimously.

Ben Kahle moved to go into open session at 7:00 p.m.  Seconded by Marsha Killian.  Roll call vote:




Brown

- yes

Klein

- yes




Dietsch
- yes

Leake

- yes




Kahle

- yes

Barnard
- yes




Killian

- yes

Motion carried unanimously.

Arriving as the board meeting began open session, junior high / high school English teacher, Julie Thomas, and high school English teachers, Beverly Kirby and Sarah Hendrix, accompanied by Justin Hendrix, set up a Power Point presentation of “English Curriculum Mapping: Grade 7-12.”  Each English teacher presented the three main curriculum components of her respective level of instruction: content, skills and assessments, showing the continuity of the program from grade seven through grade twelve.

Bruce Klein moved to approve the Consent Agenda items:  

A.) September 21, 2006, Budget Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes.

B.) Lexington October 19, 2006, regular bills, the payroll liabilities and necessary additional payments made in September, 2006, and, ratify Tri-County Special Education Association’s bills.

C.) Treasurer’s Report; Financial Statement; Investment Schedule; and, authorize the superintendent to direct the treasurer to conduct further investment transactions at the superintendent’s discretion.

Seconded by Lori Leake.  Roll call vote:




Dietsch
- yes

Leake

- yes




Kahle

- yes

Barnard
- yes




Killian

- yes

Brown

- yes




Klein

- yes

Motion carried unanimously.
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Superintendent Brent McArdle reported on the following items:  

· Dr. McArdle distributed a copy of an article entitled, “Illinois Cannot Grow Its Way out of Fiscal Problems.”

· November 7th is the first day the prospective candidates for the Board may circulate nominating petitions for signatures for the April 17, 2007, election.

· A letter from the architect describing problems with the HVAC on the new additions was distributed.  The problem has not been corrected as yet.

· A response from Dr. McArdle to the ISBE on their Wellness Task Force was distributed.  All board members signed the memo which will be sent to a Task Force member.

Elementary School Principal Dale Heidbreder reported on the following items:

· Parent-teacher conferences will be held Tuesday and Thursday evenings, October 24 and 26.

· The elementary grades’ “Fall Festival” will be held Friday, October 27.

· Mr. Heidbreder reported on problems with the dishwasher in the cafeteria.  The decision was made to seek bids for a replacement later in the school year.

High School / Junior High Principal Rick Baker reported on the following items:

· Mr. Baker reported that all junior high and high school students and staff will receive ID cards.

· The Fall Enrollment and Housing Report showed the following student numbers:  Gr. 7 – 51; Gr. 8 – 49; Gr. 9 – 47; Gr. 10 – 51; Gr. 11 – 46; Gr. 12 – 34; and 5 students attending outside facilities.

· PSAE results are still not in.

· Mr. Baker described the program for high school faculty, to be presented at the January 29, 2007, HOI Conference School Improvement Day.

Steve Brown moved to adopt a resolution declaring the intention to issue working cash fund bonds.  Seconded by Bruce Klein.  Roll call vote:




Kahle

- yes

Barnard
- yes




Killian

- yes

Brown

- yes




Klein

- yes

Dietsch
- yes




Leake

- yes

Motion carried unanimously.

[  See multi-page insert for minutes and Working Cash Bond Issue resolution. ]
Dr. McArdle has contacted the Council of Churches to cooperatively host a parent presentation on Cyber Predators and Social Networking.

Facilities Committee members Tony Dietsch and Ben Kahle reported on their meeting with the Park District Board.  Discussion included cooperative use of facilities and improving communication.
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Steve Brown moved to go into closed session at 8:35 p.m. to continue discussing the process of employing a new superintendent.  Seconded by Lori Leake.  Roll call vote:




Killian

- yes

Brown

- yes

Klein

- yes

Dietsch
- yes




Leake

- yes

Kahle

- yes




Barnard
- yes

Motion carried unanimously.

Debbie Barnard moved to go into open session at 9:15 p.m.  Seconded by Marsha Killian.  Roll call vote:




Klein

- yes

Dietsch
- yes




Leake

- yes

Kahle

- yes




Barnard
- yes

Killian

- yes




Brown

- yes

Motion carried unanimously.

Bruce Klein moved to adjourn at 9:18 p.m.  Seconded by Debbie Barnard.  Motion carried unanimously.

